Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes
Association, Inc.
Special points of interest:

Message from our President
As the new guy in town, I
would like to thank
Spread Eagle Lake Association (SECOLA) for
their patience and guidance over the last two
years in helping to prepare me for this job. Ed
Patrick, past president,
has been a great resource
and coach during this
transition time. Thank
you to both Ed and Jane
for providing your time
and excellent records.
The first thing that comes
to mind when I think
about this past summer
was the exceptional sunny weather! We were so
fortunate to be able to
spend the majority of our
summer outside enjoying
our beautiful lakes.
Once again, we would like
to thank the SECOLA
social committee for all

their hard work. We
were provided with a
variety of events, including dinners, a Bass Island
happy hour, the wonderful July 4th boat parade
and ice cream social,
monthly Ladies of the
Lake gatherings, garden
club activities, book club,
and breakfast gatherings.
Furthermore, the fireworks were over the top
this year, thanks to the
“Friends of the Fireworks” who contributed
additional funds to provide us with a fantastic
display. All of these activities gave everyone an
opportunity to meet and
socialize with old and
new Spread Eagle residents.
Thanks go out to Norie
Neff for updating and
distributing the 2018
Spread Eagle Chain of

Lakes Directory. We are
most appreciative.
To control the spread of
invasive species, SECOLA continues to support
the Clean Boats/Clean
Water program. SECOLA
members provide hands
on assistance to White
Water Associates, our
aquatic consultants, in
the monitoring and removal of invasive aquatic
plants. We continue to
maintain our affiliations
with other associations
including Wild Rivers
Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC), Wisconsin
Lakes Association, Florence County Lakes and
Rivers Association
(FCLARA) as well as
working closely with Florence County Land Conservation Department
and Wisconsin D.N.R.
(continue on page 6)

Residents express concerns over large wakes...
At the past several
SECOLA July annual
meetings, board members received numerous
complaints from lakefront owners about the
new larger, heavier
wake boats operating at
transition speed,
(transition speed means
the speed at which a
boat is operating at

greater than slow –
no/wake speed, but not
fast enough so that the
boat is on plane) generating very destructive 4
to 5 foot wakes which
are damaging shoreline,
docks, parked boats and
boat houses.
Prior to the August 24,
2018 SECOLA board
meeting, the board re-

ceived a lengthy and
detailed written complaint concerning the
destruction arising from
these wakes. At the
board meeting, a decision was made to evaluate this issue because
the vast majority of the
board members felt it
was a serious problem.
(continue on page 3)

• Eurasian Milfoil found in
Middle Lake
• Invasive Species Fund Campaign started June 2018
• WE Energies starts project to
bury electric lines around the
lakes

Photography by Ed Patrick

Inside this issue:
Summer Fun

2

Grant Update

4

Invasive Species
Update

4

Invasive Species Campaign

4

Book & Garden Club

5

Lake Reps

5

Carl’s Corner

6

2019 Social Calendar

7

Page 2

Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes Association, Inc.

Summer Fun!
SECOLA Golf Outing
June 18, 2018

Bass Island Party
July 16, 2018

Our Fearless Captains!
Dick Melin, Dennis Santini, Mark Cini, Ted Rolander,
Gary Weber, Richard Rook, Jay Weber, Ed Patrick
Photo submitted by Kathy Hebert
The team of Charles and Wanda Menghini and Ed and Kathy
Hebert won First Place at the SECOLA Golf outing, with a 37.
Betty Burgess won longest putt on the 9th hole. Kathy Hebert
won closest to the pin on the 5th hole. Ed Hebert won longest
putt on the 1st hole. Andrew Murdoch won closest to the pin
from off the green. There were 5 teams competing.
After golf, about 65 SECOLA members rekindled friendships
at the 19th hole followed with a delicious chicken parmigiana
dinner at the Pine Grove Country Club.
Thank you to Betty Rahm and her committee for doing a great
job organizing this event.

4th of July Boat Parade
Theme for 2019:
Show us your favorite state!
Remember when....
Wake boards were made of ply wood, and life
preservers were around our waist?

SECOLA Dinner
August 21, 2018

Joyce & Dick Melin have offered to host the boat parade again next summer. The Ice Cream Social will
start at 11:30 so kids can meet and play. Melin’s will
have games set up and the ice cream chilled! Next summer let’s see if we can get as many pontoon boats/ski
boats as wooden boats to participate!

The Challenge is ON!
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Concerns over large wakes
(continued from page 1)

A proposed ordinance, which had been adopted in a couple of southern Wisconsin waterways, was presented and received
favorably. However, because there has not been an opportunity for public discussion by lake property owners, the board
requested that an article be published in the newsletter. It is presently the board’s goal to protect all property owners and
the best interest of the lake, by proposing an appropriate ordinance to regulate activity involving large wakes.
First, some background relating to wakes. Three factors weigh into the size of a wake. They are boat hull design, speed, and
boat weight/displacement.
For many years, boat hull design focused on planing quickly and producing smaller wakes, such as the modern ski boats. In
the past 20 years, as wake boarding became more popular, modern ski boat designers tweaked their boat hull design to produce a larger wake which was a desirable characteristic for wake boarding. While these wakes were larger than ski boats
wakes, they were not significantly larger. However, in the past decade or so, boat hull design changes have created much
larger wakes.
The second factor is speed of the boat. All boats when moving create a wake. However, a lightweight boat’s wake is deminimus in both size and duration. The faster the speed, the larger the wake during transition speed until the boat planes.
When a boat speed exceeds transition speed, the wake size will go down as much as 50% to 80% of the transition speed
wake.
The third factor is the weight of the boat, which translates into the amount of water it will displace. Modern ski boats weigh
in at the 2500 – 3500 pound range and can create a meaningful wake at transition speed. First generation wake boats
weighed in at 3000 – 4000 pound range and are sometimes equipped with a bladder which when filled with water can add
an additional 500 – 1000 pounds. These early wake boats created an enhanced wake at transition speed.
However, in the past 10 years or so, a second-generation of wake boats have been created which are larger and significantly
heavier than the first generation wake boats. Current 20-foot ski boats (of which there are numerous examples on Spread
Eagle) weigh approximately 3300 pounds. A new 23 foot wakeboard boat weighs about 5800 pounds with supplemental ballast of over 4000 pounds for a total weight approaching 10,000 pounds or three times that of the ski boat. These are the
boats that, when operating at transition speed for extended periods of time, are creating the 4 to 5 foot wakes which present
the danger.
In addition to the above three factors being determinative of the size of a wake, wakes do dissipate as they travel across the
water. While the overall size of Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes is large, the individual nine lakes forming the chain are not
particularly large. Unfortunately, these enormous wakes are not significantly diminished in the 35 to 60 yards they typically travel to the nearest shore.
Finally, there is a 2015 Australian study comparing wakeboard boats to wake surfing boats. The study compared the single
maximum wave height of a breaking wave at the optimal operational speed which is typically 10 knots (about 11.5 mph) for
wake surfing and 19 knots (almost 22 mph) for wake boarding. It concluded that the wave energy associated with the single
maximum wave height for wake surfing is approximately four times that of wake boarding under optimal operating conditions.
The proposed ordinance is not to outlaw wake boats but rather is to restrict the operation of the heavier second-generation
wake boats from using wake enhancement measures (such as: ballast, hydrofoils, or uneven loading) while operating at
transition speed. The proposed ordinance reads as follows:
“No person may operate a boat weighing more than 4500 pounds at persistent transition speed while using any means to
increase or enhance the boat’s wake. Such prohibited operation shall include wake enhancement by use of ballast, mechanical hydrofoils, or uneven loading while in extended operation at transition speed. Transition speed means the speed at
which the boat is operating at a greater than slow – no – wake speed, but not fast enough so that the boat on plane”.
We would appreciate any information, comments, or questions lake owners may have. Please direct your comments and
questions to Scott Reynolds at sbreynolds1@comcast.net. It is the board’s goal to finalize this proposed ordinance and present it to both the town of Florence and Florence County for their consideration.
SECOLA Board

This newsletter is published for the members of the Spread Eagle Lake Association. We welcome your comments, any photos of
general interest to the members and/or news articles for publication consideration. Please forward your material to Deb Cini
(debcini7@gmail.com) or send to P.O. Box 413, Florence, Wisconsin 54121.
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Grant and Eurasian Watermilfoil (EMW)
Invasive Species Update
The final documents for the extension
of the Education and Monitoring Response grant is due December 31, 2018.
It will be submitted by the end of November.
The current grant, North Lake EWM
(Eurasian Watermilfoil) Control and
Monitoring the Spread Eagle Chain
ends on June 30, 2020. During the
time remaining to complete the grant,
Darlin Verley and Glen Johnson will be
working with Dean Premo to insure
that there is a smooth transition next
July when Darlin retires and Glen becomes the Grant chairman. This is
especially important as there has been
a transition in the DNR staff person

our association has
worked closely with
over the past twenty
years.
Respectfully,
Darlin Verley
This summer, for the
first time since we
have been monitoring; EWM was found
in Middle Lake. Since our current
grant is restricted to removing EWM in
North Lake only, the grant committee
is working with White Water Associates to investigate the availability and
feasibility of applying for another Rapid Response grant for Middle Lake.

Invasive Species Campaign
June 2018, the SECOLA board was
given a challenge to each board member to contribute $100 specifically to
the Invasive Species Fund- the challenge was met. The board then challenged all members at the annual meeting to contribute an extra $100 to the
fund. An anonymous donor offered to
match the challenge up to $2,000 if the
monies were raised by September 1st.
Thanks to your generous response, the
challenge was again met! The association’s ultimate goal is to reach $13,000
by May 2019 to ensure we have adequate resources to man the boat wash
and continue to monitor and remove
Eurasian Watermilfoil (now found in
North Lake and Middle Lake). As of
October 2018, we have $7,307 in the
fund. To make a donation you can go to
the SECOLA website:

Sails at Half-Mast
Dr. Bob Calderwood
Lloyd Mannigel
Nancy Rahm
You are missed!

www.SpreadEagleChain.org and contribute via PayPal. We would also
gladly accept checks or cash! Checks
can be made out to SECOLA with a
note to designate the money to the Invasive Species Fund. Please send your
donations to: SECOLA, PO Box 413,
Florence, Wisconsin 54121. Remember
our association is a 501c3 organization
and all contributions are tax deductible.
For further information please contact
Scott Reynolds at
sbreynolds1@comcast.net

President :
Vice President:
Treasurer
Secretary

Carl Sundberg has noted that because
the DNR is stocking fish, please consider giving your donations to the Invasive
Species Fund and in lieu of the Fish
Fund to help preserve our lakes.

SECOLA would like to thank the
following businesses for their financial contributions to SECOLA
in 2018: Nine Lakes Marina,
American Docks, and Tree Remedy

Eurasian
Watermilfoil

SECOLA Board
Gary Weber
Scott Reynolds
Dana Colenso
Joan Will

Standing Committee Chairs
Natural Resources
Carl Sundberg
Publications
Deb Cini
Water Safety
Jay Weber
Building Zoning
Grant Erickson
Lake Grants
Darlin Verley
Glen Johnson
Membership
Jennifer Kellstrom
Martie Muzzy
Nominations
Catherine Curran
Public Relations
Marion Anderson-Peat
Social Events
Cindy Weber
Boat Wash/Landing
Joe Buchanan

630-251-8424
815-474-2636
715-696-6026
630-561-1964

715-696-3442
715-696-3653
414-791-2974
715-696-3287
262-366-5020
312-218-2545
715-696-3667
484-364-6615
715-889-9313
715-696-6356
630-337-5736
305-720-6467
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Good Reads for 2019 Book Club
Date

Title

Author

Lead

June 19th

The Book That Matters Most

Ann Hood

Donna Fattes

July 10th

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Sherman Alexie

Martha Nagel

July 24th

The Great Alone

Kirsten Hannah

Dee DalSanto &
Ruth Noyce

Aug 7th

The Underground Railroad

Colson Whitehead

Marion Anderson-Peat

Aug 21st

The Women of the Castle

Jessica Shattuck

Jackie Klungness &
Jane Patrick

Sept 4th

Three Sisters, Three Queens

Phipippa Gregory

Audrey Thompson

We welcome all SECOLA members to join us. All meetings take place at the Florence County Library (11am).
If you have any questions please contact Jane Patrick (785) 478-1814.

Garden Club Review
2018 was a good summer for gardening and for our SECOLA garden
club. We started off the season with some beautiful displays of table
scapes at our annual tea party. Dee Benjamin gave an enlightening
lecture on the history of tea. Donna Fattes and Amy Weber were kind
enough to open their gardens and homes to our group for plant exchanges and a lecture on responsible lakeside gardening by Rebecca
Crane from the MSU Extension Service. In August, Carla Kramer
showed us how to identify wild edible mushrooms. We finished our
summer with the Un-Birthday Party followed by a lecture on herbs
and a beautiful flowered cake!
This year our club donated money to the Florence County School District to support the school’s greenhouse for the students. We also donated money for butterfly friendly seeds/plants for the Butterfly Refuge on Bass Island. Amy Weber has taken the lead on this project
and with the help of many volunteers we now have designated areas
for the gardens. Thank you to all who helped plant and water.
Pictured on the right are Cindy Weber, Joyce Melin, Catherine Curran
(top row) Holly Wissing, Lois Ann Johnson and Barb Rook (bottom
row).

Lake Reps News
Lake Reps had a busy first summer of
“getting it together”. The first initiative was a membership drive. Although
not every “lake territory” was covered,
reps went door-to-door with “Welcome
Bags” of information and invitations to
join SECOLA. The drive was successful
as we gained new members (we now
have 202 paid members out of 354 lake
residents). As we continue to gain momentum, we are hoping to reach more
residents. The POC for this committee
is Barb Rook. If you would like to become a lake rep please contact Barb at
barbararook@comcast.net. If you know

of any lake residents who are not members of the association or any new home owners, please contact the
appropriate lake rep listed below so we can reach out to
our neighbors! Currently 57% of the lake residents
belong to the association.

In order to keep our membership records accurate and
to ensure you receive e-mail
updates , please convey any
changes in property ownership, e-mail addresses or
Lake Reps:
telephone numbers to JenNorth Lake: Amy Weber & Judy Fristch
nifer Kellstrom 715-6963667 or Martie Muzzy 715Middle Lake: Barb Rook, Mary Ann Flaminio & Joyce
696-6323.
Melin
Membership forms and
Bass Lake: Nettie Santoni & Mary Anderson-Peat
SECOLA information can be
found on our website:
Railroad Lake: Donna Fattes & Jane Patrick
www.SpreadEAgleChain.org
Long Lake: Mary Brown & Marcia Mc Gregor
Special thanks to
East Lake: Heidi Rizzo
Katie Reynolds our mainWest Lake: Cindy Weber, Lois Sunberg & Jane Santini taining our web site!
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(continued from page 1)
These efforts have been successful. At this time I
would like to thank Darlin Verley, who has chaired
the grant committee for the past twenty-four years.
The grant committee continues to work on acquiring
new grants.
Our Invasive Species Fundraising Committee is progressing well. I’d like to thank Scott Reynolds for
volunteering to chair this effort. The ultimate goal is
to raise 13k by May 2019. As of October 2018 we are
more than half way there. Thank you for your continued support in protecting our wonderful lake!
Improvements continue to be made on Bass Island.
Many volunteers have partnered in this endeavor to
selectively remove overgrown vegetation and invasives, replace historic interpretive signage, and plant
a native butterfly garden. The management of this
project will be ongoing. If you would like to volunteer
for clean up please contact me.
It’s been tough to see such a wonderful summer season come to an end, but there is always a lot to look
forward to on the chain. We are fortunate to have
such hard working volunteers and committee members. Thank you all for supporting SECOLA! Your
continued support protects our valuable resources
and makes all these activities possible.
Wishing all a wonderful winter season!
Gary Weber

Bass Island Clean Up Crew
We would like to thank Ray Burgess for replacing the historic signs
on the island and to our island clean up crew: Jay Weber, Amy Weber, Dan and Nick Cecconi, Terri and Jeanine LaVaille, Gary Weber, Jane and Ed Patrick, Glenn Hunter, Holly Wissing, Mary Endelman and Paul Lundy.
We would also like to thank the SECOLA Garden Club for donating
the seeds for the butterfly refuge and Carl and Shelly Domitrouich,
KCD Specialty Landscaping, for providing the straw and plastic to
cover the gardens.

Carl’s Corner- Fishing 2018
It’s the end of the season and the colors are starting to change to red,
yellow and orange. The ferns turn brown and the deer blend in and
become invisible if they don’t move. It can be beautiful but it’s sad as
you put away summer toys, pull out the boats and put up the shutters.
Fishing changes as the weather cools in the fall. Bass fishing becomes
more difficult and northerns get more active. My fishing diary (which
records the catch and water temperatures) showed bass to be tougher to
catch below 68 degrees. Rapalas and deep diving crank baits caught
less fish but plastic worms still worked. Dawn and dusk are often the
best times to fish, but as fall fades and water temperatures drop, dusk is
your better bet for successful fishing as the water is the warmest of the
day.
I caught my only musky of the season on September 27th. The 41” fish
bit a 6” replica of a northern and was released after a quick picture. It
was a good season!
The boating season ended badly as my boat sunk in a storm October 3rd
with waves crashing over the backend. It
took three hours with 2 bilge pumps and
me standing on the front deck to bring it
up before too much damage occurred.
Look forward to seeing you on the waters
next season.
Carl Sundberg

2,740 Walleye size 6-8 inches were stocked by
the Wisconsin DNR on September 25, 2018

David Beall
with a 47 3/4” musky
Photo by Liz Douglas
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2019 SECOLA Calendar at a Glance
DATE

EVENT

CONTACT

Friday, June 7

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club Board Room

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Wednesday, June 12

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
1587 Point Brey Rd
Little Railroad Lake

Cathy Curran
715-889-9313

Monday, June 17

SECOLA Golf Outing (2pm)
SECOLA Dinner Cocktails (5:30) Dinner (6:30)
Pine Grove Country Club

Kathy & Glen Johnson
715-696-3751

Wednesday, July 3

Fireworks at Dusk

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Thursday, July 4

Ice Cream Social (11:30 am)
Boat Parade (1pm)
Host: Dick & Joyce Melin
Middle Lake (entrance to North Lake)

Joyce Melin 715- 629-9300
Cathy Curran 715-889-9313
Jennifer McGregor—wooden boats
312- 310-1744

Tuesday, July 9

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club Board Room

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Wednesday, July 17

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
4670 Tall Pines Rd
Bass Lake

Deb Reynolds
815-258-7664

Saturday, July 20

Annual Meeting (10am)
Svecia Club

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Monday, July 22

Bass Island Party (5:30-8pm)
BYOB & an appetizer
Boat Captains will pick you up & bring you
home!

Deb Cini
715-696-3653

Wednesday, August 14

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
1506 Town Rd S
Bass Lake

Jeanine LaVaille
906-282-0562

Tuesday, August 20

SECOLA Dinner - Cocktails (5:30) Dinner (6:30)
The Chippewa Club

Marcia McGregor
906-396-2299

Friday, August 23

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club Board Room

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Monday, September 16

SECOLA Dinner - Cocktails (5:30) Dinner (6:30)
The Encore in Florence

Jane Patrick
785-478-1814

Tuesdays

Bridge (Party and Duplicate) 1pm
Call Roberta for details

Roberta Anderson
847-254-8669

Tuesdays

Men’s Breakfast-Holiday Kitchen (9am)

Ed Patrick 785- 224-1078

Wednesdays

Women’s Breakfast– Barb’s Café (10am)

Jane Patrick 785- 478-1814

WEEKLY

Sp read Eag le O’L akes Asso ciat io n , In c.
P.O. Box 413
Florence, Wisconsin 54121
Forwarding Service Requested
In an effort to keep our membership
records accurate, we are asking you to
convey any changes in property owner
information to the board.

Check our SECOLA website for news,
events, and updates to the calendar:

www.SpreadEagleChain.org

