
Inside this issue: 

Another summer comes to a 

close, the leaves change, the 

lake turns over and the deer 

are heading for cover. 

 

The boat inspection process at 

the North Lake landing 

seemed to be the center of our 

attention this season. Many of 

you may not realize that our 

lake association owns the boat 

wash equipment.  Although 

the inspectors were employees 

of Florence County, SECOLA 

provided the money to cover 

most of the hours, supple-

menting state grant money 

obtained by Florence County. 

We were able to do this only 

because of the contributions 

many of you made over and 

above the annual dues. We 

only have enough funds re-

maining to make the same  

offer for another year. 

Whether the County will 

be able to obtain funding 

is another question. 
 

Our annual meeting was 

well attended. Many resi-

dents had concerns about 

the new marker buoys in 

the Railroad Lake Chan-

nel and other regulation 

changes. Kelly Crotty, 

DNR Conservation War-

den,  fielded questions 

and noted that a second 

set of buoys are planned 

for next year toward the 

west end of the channel 

which should clearly de-

lineate the area permissi-

ble for water skiing and 

other high speed traffic. 
 

In late August, the Coun-

ty Zoning Office an-

nounced that they would 

hold public hearings on an 

amendment to the zoning 

ordinance regarding al-

lowing transient rentals. 

This would impact proper-

ty owners on Spread  
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A Message from the President 
Points of Interest 

 Membership Drive : You can 

find a copy of the membership 

form on our website: 

www.SpreadEagleChain.org or 

complete the membership form 

(see insert) and mail to :                           

Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes 

Association, Inc.                                      

PO Box 413                                   

Florence, Wisconsin 54121 

 Portable Boat Wash up and run-

ning! 

 Regulations for large mouth 

bass changed May 2014. 
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The Loons on Spread Eagle Chain of Lakes 

Photography by Ed Patrick 

Spread Eagle has been graced with baby loons for the past three summers.                      Pri-

or to 2013, it had been over 30 years since loon chicks had successfully hatched on the 

chain. Three summers ago we had a pair of babies hatched on East Lake. 

Last year, 2014, we had a single chick, again, born on East Lake.  

 

This year, the nesting pair chose Bass Island to build their nest. Their first clutch of eggs 

didn't hatch, possibly because of excessive rain. They laid two more eggs in mid-June. Sev-

eral of us noticed excessive loon distress calls before and during the fireworks on July 3rd. A 

few days later, we started noticing a single loon chick with the parents. The same pattern 

happened on Loon Lake south of Florence with a second clutch, usually two eggs, yielded a 

single chick born about the same time as ours.  

         (continue on Page 8) 



Message from the President 
      (continued from Page 1) 

Eagle, Cosgrove, Anna, Elwood, Frog and Spring Lakes. Your board voted to inform the 

county that we are opposed to this change. At a public hearing on September 2nd  approxi-

mately 40 lake residents attended; the vast majority being opposed to the change. The zon-

ing board listened to the public’s concerns and proposed a lake district zoning classification 

(not to be confused with taxing authority lake district) for these areas that would continue to 

prohibit transient rentals. This passed the zoning board on October 7th and will be consid-

ered by the County Board later in October. 
 

Thanks to the many volunteers who helped this year. Jay Weber spent time making sure we 

had staffing at the landing boat wash. This was in addition to taking care of the marker 

buoys and providing underwater assistance in the search for Eurasian Milfoil. Darlin Verley 

who chaired the Grant Committee that includes Ray Burgess, Jack Fortier and Carl 

Sundberg. The administrative work that comes with these grants is tremendous but so are 

the benefits we get from this work. Joe Buchannan helped with various county negotiations 

and discussions. Thanks to those who worked on the many social events this summer. There 

are probably more who I am missing and I beg forgiveness. 
 

A form for the 2016 membership and dues is included with this mailing. Thanks to all who 

contribute over and above the $20.  Because of your generosity we are able to have the fire-

works, boat parade, inspections of the lakes for invasive species, coverage by boat inspectors 

as mentioned above, and several other projects that benefit all of us. 
 

Have a good winter and safe travels if you are off to warmer climates. 

           Glen Johnson 

Page 3 

Hospice Coming to Florence County 

An active, enthusiastic committee of concerned citizens has been working diligently to bring 

a Hospice Care agency to Florence County.  As so many of you know, Hospice Care provides 

end-of-life care in the home of a dying individual.  The availability of Hospice Care assists in 

the care of patients allowing them to remain in their home surrounded by the love and sup-

port of their family, pets and close friends. The Hospice Care program supplies not only med-

ical care, but also spiritual and personal care.  

 

As the committee explores the possible Hospice Care available to the Florence County com-

munity, it is also seeking individuals interested in performing additional volunteer services 

to the families receiving Hospice Care.  Services not providing by the actual Hospice Care 

providers will include assistance with paperwork, shopping, or running errands; preparing 

meals; laundry and light housekeeping; yard work {mowing, raking, plowing, etc.}; transpor-

tation; companionship; and bedside vigil.  

 

Anyone interested in joining the committee in its search process for Hospice Care or in join-

ing a group of dedicated caring volunteers to offer companion care to families facing end-of-

life challenges can contact Marilyn Lutz at 906-779-0903 or the  ADRC of Florence County at 

715-528-4890. 



2015 Boat Parade: America the Brave! 
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The Prelude to the Parade   Photographs of the wooden boats provided by Britton Reynolds Photography. 

 by Jennifer Mc Gregor 

On this, the 5th anniversary of my father’s passing it is befitting that I begin my article at long last. The story 

is one authored by him. 
 

As a child summering on the lakes of Spread Eagle there is nothing like being outdoors– to hear the loon call-

ing at night, seeing an eagle soar overhead while waterskiing across a lake reflecting like glass, to bake a blue-

berry pie after picking berries with your siblings along Sand Lake Road, swim underwater as far as you can 

after lathering with strawberry shampoo….We all have our signature moments. 
 

A daily ritual on summer childhood evenings was taking a boat ride in the Chris Craft after dinner. My grand-

parents bought our new 1955 Chris Craft Sportsman from the local marina. The boat was joined with a com-

panion 1957 Chris Craft Capri in the mid 70's.  My father's passion for collecting wooden boats and cars ignited 

as a child growing up across the street from the Ford Factory where the woody wagons and convertibles were 

assembled. The rest is history...but for us it is our legacy. 
 

On our evening rides after dinner we would slowly wind our way along the shorelines of the lake's chain, 

watching the wake behind us change as we increased our speed, noticing all of our favorite cottages along the 

way. Water was sparkling. We celebrated the close of a fun summer day. 
 

As we grew into our teenage years we were more aware of all of the Chris Crafts around the lake and could pre-

dict whose boat was approaching just by its sound. There is nothing like hearing a Chris Craft start. Its thun-

derous roar reminds us of its unique personality and of that of its previous owners. Every boat has a story. 
 

This summer I heard many stories. Volunteering to lead the wooden boat portion of the 4th of July boat parade 

required a little leg work to get us all corralled. My parents, Barrett & Marcia, had led the parade in years past 

so it seemed like the right year to volunteer. A list of 17 boats became a list of 29 around our lakes after each 

phone call made. Over my week of connecting with all of the owners I learned countless facts about each boat's 

history-how it was named, who its original owners were; when their boat will be restored to participate the fol-

lowing year....and who learned to ski behind ours when dad was in high school. 
 

To commemorate our newly created group we organized an historic photo shoot of our beloved Chris Craft fami-

ly orchestrated by the wonderful Britt Reynolds. 
 

The  photos memorialize our group and our fleet in a moment in time.  It could have been taken decades ago.  It 

could be taken decades from now.  These boats are our legacy. 
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Winners of the 2015 4th of July Parade 
 

1st Place 

“Home of  Frees & the TDEWS” 

Scott Howard 
 

2nd Place 
“Brave Women of America” featuring Rosie the Riveter, 

Sally Ride, Edith Bolling Wilson, Florence Nightingale, 

Marine Captain, WAAC, Amelia Earhart & Annie Oakley 

Ken & Terri Sovey 
 

3rd Place 
“God Bless Fire Fighters” 

John & Cathy Curran 
 

Best in Show Award 

“Mahogany Dreams” 

1940 Barrel Back Chris Craft 

Clyde Unger 
 

Welcome to the Lakes Award 

1956 Capri “Forever and Ever” 

Rob & Kim Kowalcyck 

SECOLA would like to thank Cathy & John Curran for 

sponsoring the boat parade and the ice cream social and 

to all who participated (including the one jet ski )!  A 

special thanks to Jennifer McGregor for organizing the 

wooden boats.   

We would also like to acknowledge the following busi-

nesses for contributing great prizes: The Savage Mane 

and Cloots & Swanson. 



SECOLA Book Club 2016                        

This year was a banner year for the  

SECOLA Garden Club.   We met new  

friends, learned about day lilies and rock 

gardens, invasive terrestrial species, toured 

beautiful gardens and continued our tradi-

tional tea party.  Chef Simon, from the 

Chippewa Club, amazed us with his crea-

tion of a vegetable forest centerpiece and 

Holly Wissing gave an informative presen-

tation on the plight of the monarch butter-

flies at the Un-birthday party.  As a result 

of her presentation, our club is creating a 

monarch butterfly refuge on Bass Island.  

We have planted butterfly-friendly native 

plants and will extend our efforts next 

summer. This year our club donated funds 

for Hospice Care in honor of Vin Koffman. 
 

Membership is currently at thirty seven. 

We plan on expanding membership and 

dues for 2016! 
 

The planning committee met in September  

to organize next summer’s events.  We wel-

come all newcomers.  If you have any ques-

tions please contact Deb Cini, 715-696-

3653. 

DATE       SELECTION                                      AUTHOR 

June 8  The Life of Frederick Douglass   Frederick Douglass 

June 22  Sin in the Second City    Karen Abbott 

July 13  All the Light We Cannot See   Anthony Doerr 

July 27  The Boys in the Boat    Daniel Brown 

August 10  Dead Wake      Erik Larson 

August 24  Population: 485     Michael Perry  

 

All meetings will take place at the Florence Library (11 am)                                                                

New members are always welcomed.                                                              

    SECOLA Garden Club 2015 
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Natural Resources………… ………… Carl Sundberg………….715-696-3442 

 

Publications……………….. ………… Deb Cini…………………715-696-3653 

     Jane Patrick……………785-478-1814 

 

Water Safety……………… ………… Jay Weber………………414-791-2974 

 

Building Zoning/Tax Relations…….. Grant Erickson………...715-696-3287 

 

Lake Grants…………………………...Darlin Verley…………   262-366-5020 

    Jack Fortier………… …715-696-3349 

 

Membership……………………………Jennifer Kellstrom…… 715-696-3667 

 

Nominations…………………………...Cathy Curran………..…715-696-3361 

 

Public Relations……………………...Marion-Anderson-Peat…715-696-6356 

 

Social Events…………………………. Jane Patrick…………….785-478-1814 

Boat Wash/Landing………………. David Pasahow………214-642-6597 

    Joe Buchanan………. 305-720-6467 

Officers 
President…………………... ……….. Glen Johnson…… ……715-696-3751 

 

Vice-President…………….. ………... Ed Patrick……………785-224-1078 

 

Treasurer……………………………... Dana Colenso…………715-696-6026 

 

Secretary………………………………  Joan  Will……………  630-561-1964 

Standing Committee Chairs 

Contact Information 
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Special Committee 

 

In an effort to keep our membership records accurate, we are asking you to convey any 

changes in property owner information to Jennifer Kellstrom, Membership Chairman, at 

715-696-3667. 

 

SECOLA membership is at 115 paid members, with a potential of 342 members 

(34%) at the end of August 2015. 

Note from the editors:   

Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes Association, Inc (SECOLA) publishes this newsletter.  We welcome 

your comments, any photos of general interest to the members and /or news articles for publica-

tion consideration. 

Please forward your material via email to Deb Cini (debcini@charter.net) or Jane Patrick 

(grams2745@gmail.com).  Our mailing address is P.O. Box 413, Florence, Wisconsin 54121. 

Articles for the Spring/Summer newsletter are due April 15, 2016. 

Invasive Species Update 
 

Our lake association continues to 

monitor and actively work to re-

move Eurasian Water Milfoil 

(EWM) from North Lake.  Lake 

association member, Jay Weber, 

working with White Water Associ-

ates, continue to dive and hand 

pull EWM and monitor the rest of 

the lakes on the chain. The good 

news is we are making progress! 

In 2014 more than 400 lbs of 

EWM were hand-pulled from 

North Lake. This year only 66 lbs 

of EWM was hand-pulled from 

North Lake. We are doing a good 

job containing EWM. Our efforts 

are paying off! 

http://www.lakegeorgeassociation.org/what-we-do/Invasive-Species/Eurasian-Watermilfoil.asp


Once again SECOLA lit 

up the skies with magnif-

icent firework displays!  

The fireworks would not 

be possible without the 

many contributions of   

SECOLA members. 

Photography by Ed Patrick 

2015 Fireworks! 
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Photo by Jim Zacks 

SECOLA would like to thank Joe Plourde, of Nine Lakes Sport and Marine, for all his 

support this summer; Joe winterizes and provides storage for the fireworks barge over 

the winter and helps launch the barge on the 3rd of July.  He allows us to fill up the wash 

station at his facility and helps remove rock and channel markers.  All of this at no ex-

pense to SECOLA!  His efforts are greatly appreciated. 

 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

(continued from Page 2) 

On Porcupine Lake, also in Florence County,  

a pair laid three clutches of eggs, none of which survived. 

Our 2015 loon is now an active juvenile who is usually seen with only one parent. 

 

We were actually very lucky that our baby loon survived this year. It was born on Bass Is-

land, possibly during the fireworks, and survived on Bass Lake before moving to more se-

clusion on East Lake. In addition to these unavoidable obstacles, it has been reported that 

people on personal water craft have been harassing the loon family. These birds have 

enough problems surviving so, please, instruct your guests to leave them alone. Please re-

port violators to the DNR.                                            

           Ed Patrick 



 
Annual Events 

Mon 20-June  GOLF OUTING (2:00 PM) ……Betty Rahm   (715-696-3305) 
                   Pine Grove Country Club   Nancy Dewey (715-528-4422) 

 

Sun 3-July   FIREWORKS (Dusk)…………..Glen Johnson (715-696-3751) 
 
Mon 4–July   BOAT PARADE (TBA)…………Cathy Curran (715-696-3361) 
          Joyce Melin  (715-912-9300) 
 
Sat 16-July   ANNUAL MEETING (10 AM).. Glen Johnson (715-696-3751) 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Monthly Events 
 
SECOLA Dinners (5:00 p.m.  Cocktails, 6:00 PM  Dinner) 
 
Mon 20-June  Pine Grove Country Club ……Betty Rahm &Nancy Dewey 
 
Tues 19-July  Chippewa Club…………………..Ruth Noyce (715-696-3633) 
           Jane Patrick (785-478-1814) 
 
Mon 15-Aug  Chuck Wagon Family Picnic ..Cindy Weber (715-696-6128) 
           Joyce Melin  
 
Mon 19-Sept  El Capitan ………………………..Amy Weber (414-791-6750) 
                                                 Vicki Faust (715-696-3444) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 Other Events 

Tues Every  Men’s Breakfast @ Holiday Kitchen (9 AM) 

Wed Every  Ladies’ Breakfast @ Barb’s in Florence (10 AM) 

Wed  Every  Ladies’ Dinner @ various places (6 PM) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
SECOLA Board Meetings (noon) 
Fri 10-June……………… Chippewa Club Board Room 
Mon 11-July………………Glenn Johnson’s 
Fri 26 Aug………………...Chippewa Club Board Room 
 
  
 

Looking forward:  Summer-Fall 2016 Social Schedule 
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Please Note: 

Social activities are funded  for SECOLA members– we welcome all residents of 

the Chain to join the association-new and long-standing.  

 

Please cancel dinner reservations 24 hours in advance if you are unable to attend. 

DATE  EVENT     CONTACTS 



 

 

Check our SECOLA website for news,  

events, and updates to the calendar: 

www.SpreadEagleChain.org 

P.O. Box 413 

Florence, Wisconsin 54121 

Forwarding Service Requested 

In an effort to keep our membership 

records accurate, we are asking you to 

convey any changes in property owner 

information to the board. 

 

S p re a d  E a g l e  O ’L a k e s  As s o c i a t i o n ,  In c .  


