Spring/Summer 2020

Spread eagle chain
o’lakes association, Inc.
Message from our President
Summer on the Chain is always a special time. Our
happy memories of great times around the lakes over the
years are especially welcome during these unprecedented
and unpredictable times.
We are all most certainly looking ahead– wishing that
Summer 2020 will bring more good times. Our hearts and
minds are filled with both hope and reason– hope that the
months ahead will be filled with activities we so appreciate,
but reason too, as we recognize the need for safe and responsible actions as each of us plays a part in the worldwide effort
to protect and heal.
None of us can be sure of what lies ahead, but we at
the Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes Association (SECOLA) are
optimistic. We have a full calendar of summer activities
planned, including a spectacular fireworks display on July
3rd. Jim D’Agostino has assured us that we will have another
great show! We will notify you of any changes via e-mail so
please be sure SECOLA has your current e-mail address by
notifying Jennifer Kellstrom (715-696-3667) or Martie Muzzy
(484-364-6615) of any changes.
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We plan to continue to contribute to community efforts to protect our waters. Scott Goodwin, Florence County
Land Conservation (FCLC) Technician, has notified us that the
2020 Clean Boats Clean Water grant for the Wisconsin DNR
has been approved. SECOLA will contribute to staff salaries.
In addition, we assist with boat washing and inspections during busy times. These efforts are important in controlling
invasive species entering the lakes. SECOLA members will
continue to provide hands-on assistance to our environmental consultants, Whitewater Associates, who monitor and remove invasive aquatic plants.
And, we will also continue to maintain our affiliations
with other associations including Wild Rivers Invasive Species Coalition (WRISC), Wisconsin Lakes Association, Florence
County Lakes and Rivers Association (FLCARA), as well as
working with the Wisconsin DNR. Once again, we encourage
all residents on the chain to contribute to the SECOLA Invasive Species campaign. We need to protect our most important assets– our lakes!
(continue on page 3)
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SECOLA Book Club Schedule for 2020
DATE

TITLE

AUTHOR

LEAD

June 17
July 8
July 22
August 12
August 26
September 9

The Nickel Boys
Born a Crime
Educated
City of Girls
Tattooist of Auschwitz
Where the Crawdads Sing

Coleson Whitehead
Trevor Noah
Tara Westover
Elizabeth Gilbert
Heather Morris
Delia Owens

Marion Anderson-Peat
Dee DalSanto
Martha Nagel
Ruth Patrick & Jane Patrick
Maria Caviani
Marcia McGregor

The SECOLA Book Club welcomes all SECOLA members to join. All meetings take place at the Florence County Library
(11am). If you have any questions please contact Jane Patrick (785) 478-1814.

SECOLA Garden Club
Gardening 2019 Review
A Challenging start with a lovely outcome!
In May, a few brave souls-with our parkas on-weathered the
elements to go to Tony’s Green Thumb in Bark River, all the
while we were praying that spring would eventually come and
that the containers of plants we bought would survive until then.
Two weeks later we visited Larson’s Nursery in order to bring
splashes of color from annuals to our planting. But it was still
cold! The bad weather forced us to cancel our tour at Fumee
Lake to see the yellow slippers in bloom. It was hard for the
blooms to come up through the snow! Just kidding about the
snow, but the late spring did play havoc in the woods as well.
In June, Holly Wissing, Donna Fattes and Joyce Melin hosted a
celebration of the Garden Club’s 20th anniversary at Maxsell’s.
It was great to see how many founding members are still active
in the club. Next, Catherine Curran hosted a class on floral arrangements and we were wowed by the creativity of our members!
We took a road trip in July to see the Green Bay Botanical Gardens, a trip we plan to repeat in future years. Our next adventure
was an event at Diane Lucas’ beautiful, historic home and gardens. Our program was “Gardening and Your Health.” Cathy
Lundy was kind enough to show us warm-ups and give us tips
on how to save our aching backs while weeding!
August took us to the Florida Keys. Audrey Thompson did a
wonderful presentation on “Key West Tropical Forest and Botanical Gardens” for the Un-Birthday Party at the Chippewa
Club. The cake reflected our theme with beautiful flowers. We
all appreciated Chef Simon’s artful touch.
By the end of the summer, the sun was out and our gardens were
in full bloom. Tending to our gardens, learning garden tricks and
enjoying each others company all contributed to a glorious summer!

2020 Garden Club Calendar
May 14th– Tony’s Green Thumb Nursery

May 28th– Larson’s Nursery & Fumee Lake Yellow
Slipper Tour (Take Two)
June 4th– Tea Party
June 13th– Green Bay Farmer’s Market
June 18th– Building Flower Towers
July 23rd– Carp River Botanical Garden Tour
August 6th– Dry Flower Arrangements
August 27th– Un-Birthday Party at the Chippewa Club
September 17th– Plant Exchange and Workshop
In addition, the 2019 SECOLA Garden Club made several contributions to support community activities. We
donated monies to the Florence Elementary School’s
5th and 6th grade greenhouse projects. The Garden Club
contributed to SECOLA’s Invasive Species Fund and
will continue to support the Butterfly Garden on Bass
Island.
As always we welcome SECOLA members to join our
garden club. Please contact Deb Cini for more information at (906) 282-6762 or debcini7@gmail.com
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Basic Boating Rules
A person under the age of 12 may
not operate a personal watercraft
(PWC)
A person 12-15 years old may operate
a PWC only if he or she has completed a boating safety course that is accepted by the Wisconsin DNR.

2015 Boat Parade

4th of July SECOLA Boat Parade 2020

A person at least 16 years old may
operate a PWC only if he or she has
completed a boating safety course
that is accepted by the Wisconsin
DNR. A person born before January
1, 1989, is exempt from the requirement.

Theme: Your Favorite Holiday
Ice Cream Social & Boat Parade
Hosts: Dick & Joyce Melin
(North Lake Channel)

Handbook of Wisconsin Boating
Laws and Responsibilities

(Details to follow)

Message from the President (continued from page 1)
Keep an eye out for the new basketball goal this
spring on Bass Island too. A big thank you to Ryan Steeno
and Tom Wender for taking the lead on this project. We will
be looking for volunteers this summer to help clean up Bass
Island in the spring and again after the fireworks.

The North Lake Boat Landing wash station will
be manned full time during the boating season. We again
encourage all boaters to clean their boats thoroughly if
you take your boat to other lakes and then return to Spread
Eagle Chain of Lakes to avoid introducing any invasive
species. We will continue to monitor North and Middle
Lake to detect and control invasive species in our lakes
with guidance from Whitewater Association.
If you are interested in volunteering at the North
Lake boat landing July 2,3, and 4th please contact Carl
Sundberg or Jay Weber.
Water Safety Committee

With luck, it will be another busy summer at Spread
Eagle Chain of Lakes, with lake stewardship, special projects, and an abundance of social activities, all brought to
you by the hardworking volunteers of SECOLA.
Gary Weber

P.S. Thank you for your on-going participation in SECOLA.
Please be sure your membership dues are up to date; you
can go to our website www.SpreadEagleChain.org and use
PayPal or send a check to SECOLA, P.O. Box 413, Florence,
Wisconsin 54121with your membership form, which can be
downloaded from our website.

Gary Weber practicing “Social Distancing”
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Grant Update
The North Lake Response Grant was completed in 2019 and
closed out. The Grant Committee would like to express our
gratitude to Darlin Verley for her years of service to our lake
community. We will miss her expertise and passion.

Photography by Ed Patrick

What a difference…
What a difference a couple of weeks makes.
When I agreed to write this article on the wake issues and
the ongoing Best Practices for boating on our pristine
lakes I was going to ask us to look forward to a spring
and summer with a renewed commitment to careful, considerate, boating practices. Of how we would continue to
educate and communicate to our community the need for
good boating practices and consideration to all stakeholders.
But as we sit here watching the entire world grind normal
life to a halt in order to fight the building threat of
COVID-19 we all have more important duties and worries at this time. We worry about the most vulnerable
among us, our seniors, super-seniors (the remaining
members of “The Greatest Generation), those with
weakened physical conditions, and our healthcare workers and first responders, without whom we would be lost.
And committing to our community that we will all do our
part to practice social distancing, forgo social gatherings,
keep even family get togethers small, and be conscious of
the danger of unwittingly passing on or contracting this
disease.
We hope and pray that you, your family, friends, neighbors, and countrymen (and women) all remain safe and
healthy during and beyond this crisis, and that we will
see you all on the water sometime after ice-out.
Scott Reynolds, SECOLA Vice President
Boat and Wake Safety

Glen Johnson, Grant Chairperson, reported SECOLA received a grant for early detection and rapid response for Eurasian Water Milfoil (EMW) in Middle Lake. The proposed
end date for this grant is June 30, 2022. The total budget is
$26,200 with the State of Wisconsin paying $19,700.
SECOLA will be responsible for the remainder of the balance either in volunteer hours or using SECOLA funds.
At this time we have no other grants pending, if EMW is
found in lakes other than North Lake or Middle Lake, we
will apply for additional rapid response grants.

On the Beach at Night Alone
By Walt Whitman
On the beach at night alone,
As the old mother sways her to and fro singing her husky song,
As I watch the bright stars shining, I think a thought of the clef of
the universes and of the future.
A vast similitude interlocks all,
All spheres, grown, ungrown, small, large, suns, moons, planets,
All distances of place however wide,
All distances of time, all inanimate forms,
All souls, all living bodies though they be ever so different, or in
different worlds,
All gaseous, watery, vegetable, mineral processes, the fishes, the
brutes,
All nations, colors, barbarisms, civilizations, languages,
All identities that have existed or may exist on this globe, or any
globe,
All lives and deaths, all of the past, present, futures,
This vast similitude spans them, and always has span’d,
And shall forever span them and compactly hold and enclose
them.
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SECOLA BOARD MEMBERS
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Gary Weber
Scott Reynolds
Dana Colenso
Joan Will

630-251-8424
815-474-2636
715-696-6026
630-561-1964

Standing Committee Chairs
Natural Resources
Carl Sundberg
715-696-3442
Chuck Hjerpe
972-951-5520
Publications
Deb Cini
715-696-3653
Water Safety
Jay Weber
414-791-2974
Building/Zoning
Grant Erickson
715-696-3287
Grants
Glen Johnson
312-218-2545
Membership
Jennifer Kellstrom
715-696-3667
Martie Muzzy
484-364-6615
Nominations
Catherine Curran
715-889-9313
Public Relations
Marion Anderson-Peat
715-696-6356
Social Events
Cindy Weber
630-337-5736

Sails at Half-mast
Beth Rolander – North Lake
Paul Santini — Bass Lake
Darlin Verley — North Lake

You are missed!

Attitude of Gratitude
This year we lost a board member and dear friend, Darlin Verley, who was instrumental in acquiring grants for the Chain of
Lakes and tirelessly gave of her time and talent to keep our lakes healthy. We are grateful for all her years of volunteering.
Thank you to Mike & Kathy Harvey for letting SECOLA use their boat landing to launch the SECOLA barge and to Joe
Plourde for storing and maintaining the barge and boat wash.
Thank you Tim Bomberg, Town of Florence Board Chairperson, for volunteering again to fill the boat wash station with water
as needed.

Membership
There are approximately 354 property owners on the Chain of Lakes. As of March 15, 2020
the association has 214 paid members (60.4%).
Money from membership dues along with additional contributions help pay for monitoring
& pulling invasive species, the 4th of July Fireworks, stocking fish and social events sponsored by the association. Please consider joining this wonderful group!
You can find a membership form on our website : www.SpreadEagleChain.org, or you can
contact Barb Rook, lake Reps Chairperson, (717)-404-3345 or barbararook@comcast.net .
Barb will get you in touch with your lake’s representative for further information about
our association. Please make checks payable to SECOLA, we also offer PayPal on line.

If you would like to submit an article, share birth announcements, names for Half-Mast or pictures
of interest for consideration in the newsletter, please contact Deb Cini at 715-696-3653 or e-mail:
debcini7@gmail.com
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Bike Trail on Middle Lake thanks to Lindley Johnson
“Anything to keep kids outside and happy!”

Remember: You are responsible for your wake.
Operate wake boats at least 150 ft from shore & docks & rafts when going faster than “Slow/No Wake”
Other boats if traveling at speeds that create a wake -remain at least
100 ft from shore, docks, and rafts.

I n c .

2020 social calendar
DATE

EVENT

Page 7

CONTACT

Friday, June 5

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Wednesday, June 10

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
4893 Carpenter Rd (Middle Lake)

Barb Rook
717-404-3345

Wednesday, June 22

SECOLA Dinner (Cocktails 5:30-Dinner 6:30)
El Cap

Jane Patrick
785-478-1814

Friday, July 3

Fireworks at Dusk

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Saturday, July 4

Ice Cream Social (11:30)/ Boat Parade (1pm)
Middle Lake (entrance to North Lake)
Theme: Your Favorite Holiday

Dick & Joyce Melin 715-629-9300
Cathy Curran 715-889-9313
Jennifer McGregor (wooden boats)
312-310-1744

Friday, July 10

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Wednesday, July 15

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
1557 North Lake Road (North Lake)

Hostess: Marla Peterson
815-742-2425

Saturday, July 18

SECOLA Annual Meeting (10am)
Svecia Club

Gary Weber
630-251-8424

Monday, July 20

Bass Island Party (5:30-7:30 pm)
BYOB & an appetizer
Boat Captains will pick you up & bring you home

Janie Santini
906-282-0446

Wednesday, August 12

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
1393 North Lake Rd

Kristina Andes
906-396-1017 or 715-696-3368
andeskristina@gmail.com

Tuesday, August 18

SECOLA Dinner –Cocktails (5:30) Dinner (6:30)
The Chippewa Club

Marcia McGregor
906-396-2299

Friday, August 21

SECOLA Board Meeting (12pm)
Chippewa Club

Scott Reynolds
815-474-2636

Wednesday, Sept 9

Ladies of the Lake (5:30-7:30)
1406 Long Lake Rd (Long Lake)

Shelby Merckx
715-889-4528

Monday, September 14

SECOLA Golf –Cocktails (5:30) Dinner (6:30)
Pine Grove Country Club * look for golf info in the spring

Deb Reynolds
815-258-7664

Tuesdays

Bridge (Party and Duplicate (1pm)
Call Roberta for details

Roberta Anderson
847-254-8669

Tuesdays

Men’s Breakfast– Holiday Kitchen (9am)

Ed Patrick 785-224-1078

Wednesdays

Women’s Breakfast– Barb’s Café (10am)

Jane Patrick 785-478-1814

WEEKLY

Spread Eagle Chain O’Lakes Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 413
Florence, Wisconsin 54121

Forwarding Services Requested
In an effort to keep our membership records
accurate, we are asking you to convey any changes in
property owner information to the board.

Check out our SECOLA website for news events,
and updates to the Calendar:

www.spreadeaglechain.org
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